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Immediate Family (Mum, Dad and Dad’s Parents) 

 
Anthony Peter Smith (Dad) 
Born 24th May 1961 in Laburnum Avenue, Dudley 

 
Education: Goldsel Rd Primary School (1966-1967)  

  White Oak School   (1967) 
  St Mary’s Road School  (1967-1972) 
  Dudley Comprehensive  (1972-1977) 

  Erith College    (1978-1980)  ONC Business Studies 
  Chartered Institute of Management Accountants – Fellow 1993 

 
Work:  Hall Thermotank, Dudley  (1977-1982)  Costing Assistant 
  Dandy Wire & Cables  (1982-1992)  Cost Accountant, 

Management Accountant, 
Finance Director 

  Express Cable   (1992-1998)  Finance Director,  
General Manager 

  Named Ltd     (1998-2005)  Partnership 

  Encore Consultancy  (2005- Present) Business & Training Consultant 
        

 
Anthony lived in Laburnum Avenue, Dudley until the age of 17 when he moved to 21 Shurlock Avenue. His Childhood was happy, although a 
little overshadowed by being “Tubby” (usual bit of bullying / embarrassment during sports). Summers always seem to be long and sunny and 

spent outdoors wandering around the lanes of Rockenden and over the banana bridge from Boucles Alley to the wilderness of Bourne Wood. 
 

He remembers Sundays helping his father tinker with his motorbike before he bought a brand new Viva HB in 1969. This led to two great 
events: 

 
The building of the driveway 
(Supported by Uncle Gerald) 

 
 

 

And the great holiday to Ilfracombe 

(overshadowed by running down a 
steep hill at the start of the holiday, 

scraping his knee and not being able 
to go in the sea for the whole of the 

two weeks!) 
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Louise Ann Wells (Mum) 

Born 4th June 1963 in Eastwood Lane, Dudley 
 
Education: Range Rd Primary School  (1968-1971)  

  Saints Road School   (1971-1974) 
  Dudley Comprehensive  (1974-1979) 

  Gresham College   (1980-1983)  HND Horticulture 
   
 

Work:  Bail Plastics    (1984-1986)  Covererings Assistant 
  Small’s Horticulture  (1986-1987)  Shed Assistant, 

       (1988-1989)  Line Manager  
  Natural Plants    (1989-1989)  Advisor 
   

        
 

Louise was brought up in Dudley in the 1960’s and 1970’s during difficult financial times for the family. 
 
She enjoyed plants and flowers and studied hard to make it her profession. 

 
Louise remembers one great family holiday with her sisters to Clacton at the age of ten when everyone and everything was happy 

 
 
Dad was always in the garden and 

Mum was always cooking.  
 

Once when staying out too late, 
dad had to scour the local streets 

only to find she had returned 
home… no TV that night! 
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William Miller Smith (Dad’s Dad) was born in 1930 to parents Walter James Smith and Emily Smythe. He 

moved with his family to 182 St John’s Street soon after his birth. The story in the family is that they were 
overwhelmed with rats and the whole street had to be rehoused. 
 

William spent a happy early childhood before the war but this soon changed when on 1st September 1939 he 
was evacuated along with his older sister to Devon. 

 
William was not very well treated by the people who were meant to look after him and at one point was 
separated from his sister. 

 
After the War William became a telephone engineer with the Post Office and spent many a cold winter’s day up 

a pole fixing wires. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

SmithSmithSmithSmith    

and thirtyand thirtyand thirtyand thirty    NineNineNineNine 

WilliamWilliamWilliamWilliam    

MillerMillerMillerMiller    
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Nellie Collins (Dad’s Mum) was born in Clerkenwell, London on 5th October 1937 to 

parents Robert Henry Collins and Ann Elizabeth Franks. She spent her early years living 
in a Tenement Block (Peabody Buildings) in Finsbury. The family remember her living 
with her brother Charles Edward aged 16 and her parents at 191 Ville Road. They had 

just two rooms to live in.  
 

She worked in the Mollins cigarette machinery factory in Finsbury from when she left 
school, until her marriage to William 
 

Nellie married William on April 22nd 1955 and had two children over the next five years 
 

Nellie died in 2010 at the age of 73 in Hither Green Hospital. Home was still in 
Downham where she had moved with her young family some 50 years before. 
 

 
 

Nellie (left) with 

best friend Olive 

 

Smith 

William Smith 

Walter Smith 

Robert Collins 



Mary Angela Smith’s Family Tree       

Page 8 

 

First we will look at Walter James Smith and Emily Smythe, who were your Grandfather William Smith’s parents 

Walter James Smith (William Miller Smith’s Dad) Family Tree 
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Walter James Smith (4th Gen) was born at 42 Eagle Street in Holborn on 21st July 1900 to parents Walter 
James Smith (who died in the First World War) and Emily Francis Rayner. He moved with his family to 205 

Pentonville Road before his tenth birthday where just seven houses down the street lived his future with wife 
Emma Smythe. 
 

The 1911 Census shows him with his three sisters (Emily 13, Maggie 7 and Mabel 1) together with his parents 
living in 3 rooms (excluding bathroom or scullery) at 205 Pentonville Road. 

 
The First World War sees Albert joining the Navy. He married Emily just 45 days after hostilities ceased on 
Christmas day 1918 and over the next 17 years had six children. Their registered birth locations show the 

family stayed in the area until the first half of the 1930’s, at which time they moved south of the river to 
Downham. 

 
Walter died young at the age of 54. 
 

 
 

 

 

SmithSmithSmithSmith    
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Emily Smythe (William Miller Smith’s Mum) Family Tree 
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Emily Smythe (4th Gen) was born in Clerkenwell, London on 15th October 1897 to parents Thomas Smythe 
and Priscilla Wallace. She spent her early years living with her extended family (her grandparents) in a highly 

congested house. The 1901 census shows that 3 other families were living there. 
 
The 1911 census shows her living with sister Jane, aged 10 and there parents at 191 Pentonville Road. They 

had just two rooms to live in, although now there was only one other family in the same house.  
 

She became a Printer’s assistant until she married in 1918 
 
Emily died in 1981 at the age of 84 in Finsbury Hospital. The Family reports that over 100 people were at the 

funeral 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Emily Smythe 

Walter J Smith Walter J Smith 

Thomas Smythe 

Walter Smith 
Emily SmytheEmily SmytheEmily SmytheEmily Smythe    
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Walter Smith and Emily Francis Rayner were Walter James Smith’s parents. 
 

Walter Smith (5th Gen) was born in Holborn in 1877 to David Smith and Sarah Trais Green. When Walter was 4, the family were living in 
Bloomsbury with his 4 brothers; David aged 13, William aged 9, Samuel aged 7 and Robert aged 10 months. A sister, Eliza was not present 
when the 1881 census was taken. 

 
When Walter is 12, his mother dies and the family move to 178 Drury Lane, living in just two rooms with his father, Eliza, William, Samuel, 

Robert and 3 year old Richard. At 14 he is already employed and six years later in 1897 he marries Emily. 
 
Emily Francis Rayner (5th 

Gen) was born in April 1880 
in The City of London to 

Charles Rayner and Mary 
Ann Tobin.  
 

Emily was the last of six 
children. Her eldest sister 

Mary was 19 years older 
than her. Emily’s baptism 
was held at Kings College 

Hospital south of the river at 
Denmark Hill, some eighteen 

months after her birth. We 
can see from the record that 
the family were living at this 

time at 3 Twyford Buildings, 
Lincolns Inn Fields in The 

City of London. 
 

The 1891 census shows 12 year old Emily to be living with her big sister Elizabeth who is now married to a “Superintendent of Dwellings”. 
 
4 years after their marriage, the 1901 census shows that the couple already have two children (Emily and Albert) and are living at 42 Eagle 

Street in Holborn, not far from where they both grew up. The census also reveals that they were living in one room and shared the house 
with 8 other families. Walter was employed in the Tobacco industry. 

RaynerRaynerRaynerRayner    
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Walter and Emily eventually had 6 children: 
 
Emily Francis Smith (1898 – 1946). She married her next door neighbour in Pentonville Road, Albert Whiles. 

They Settled in Hendon 
Walter James Smith (1900 - 1954). He married Emma Smythe. They are your direct ancestors. 

Sarah Smith (b.1904) who married Charles Crone in Cranbrook, 1926 and had twins in 1930 
Elizabeth Smith (1909 – 1941) who tragically committed suicide by gas at the age of 32 
James Smith (1911) who we know little about 

Rose E Smith (1915) who married Cecil Dandle in 1939 in Cranbrook and had a daughter Deirdre 
 

The 1911 census shows us that they had moved into far better accommodation. They were living in 3 rooms 
at 205 Pentonville Road (About a mile north of the area in Holborn and The City, where they had both been 

born). It also confirms that no children had died. Walter was employed by the Imperial Tobacco Company as a 
Storeman. 
 

The family recollect that The Smith girls all lived in Cranbrook in a family home after the First World War. 

2011 Map 2011 Map 

42 Eagle Street 

1835 Map 

Sarah Smith 
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The First World War 
 

Walter Smith, born in 1877 died at the age of 40 in France on 19th November 1917. 
 
Walter joined the 17th (County of Warwickshire) Battalion as a Rifleman; he was posted to the 2nd Rifle Brigade 

 
Unfortunately Walter’s service record has not survived, so we have little information on what happened to him. 

 
Walter enlisted in the 17th London Regiment (No. 574589) probably at some time between 1914 and 1916. He did not leave for France until 
1916 this we know from Walter's medal index card; it has the entry for 2 medals - the Victory medal and the British War medal. There is no 

mention of the Star medal which leads one to believe that Walter did not leave for France until 1916. If he had been in France in 1915 or 
earlier he would have qualified for one of the Star medals. 

 
He could have been in the army before 1916, but was being held in reserve, perhaps because of his age. We also know that his regiment 
was a T.A. unit and his service number suggests that he was in the army prior to 1917 (the service number changed to seven digits in 

1917). 
 

We do have good records of his unit’s activities in the few months before his death. In 1916 and 1917 he was involved in: 
• The German attack at Vimy Ridge (21 May 1916) 
• The Battle of Flers-Courcelette* in which the Division captured High Wood (See below) in 1916 

• The Battle of the Transloy Ridges in which the Division captured Eaucourt L'Abbaye in 1916 
• The attacks on the Butte de Warlencourt in 1916 

• The Battle of Messines (7 - 13 June 1917) 
• The Battle of Pilkem Ridge (31 July - 2 August 1917), a phase of the Third Battles of Ypres 
• Other operations in the Third Battles of Ypres (18 August  - 2 September and 8 - 17 September 1917)  

• The Cambrai Operations, in which the Division captured Bourlon Wood and fought the German counter attacks  
 

Wikipedia further describe the battle for High Wood: 
 

“High Wood was finally captured along with the Switch Line, in the next big British offensive the Battle of Flers-Courcelette on 15 September 1916. 

Success was not achieved without further blunder and sacrifice. Due to the closeness of the two front-lines the III Corps commander Lieutenant 

General Sir William Pulteney, decided to use the new tank instead of artillery. After two months of constant fighting High Wood was not ideal 

terrain for tank operations, especially these first, under-developed tanks. Four tanks were allocated to High Wood but only one, D-13 penetrated 

any distance and its presence was not decisive. 
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The task of capturing High Wood had fallen to the 47th (1/2nd London) Division. Their first attempt with tank support had failed but the attack 

resumed and after a hurricane bombardment of German positions by Stokes Mortars (in which 750 bombs were fired in 15 minutes), High Wood 

was finally in British hands. Ironically, the 47th Division's performance was considered a failure — High Wood was only one of their objectives for 

the day — and after four days of fighting in which the division suffered over 4,500 casualties, the commander Major General Charles Barter was 

relieved of command for "wanton waste of men" (though prevailing opinion lays the blame with Pulteney).” 
  

A summary of the book "47th (LONDON) DIVISION 1914-1919" by Alan H Maude includes... 
 

“The 47th left for France in March 1915. They were the second TF division to 

arrive there. 

 

The first months of 1916 were spent in reserve and in the Vimy sector, fighting 

amid the craters, fighting which cost the division 2,100 killed, wounded and 

missing. In August 1916 the division moved south to the Somme. It captured 

High Wood on 15 September, during the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, an action 

in which it experienced the fiercest fighting in the whole of its service on the 

Western Front. The divisional history records that in four days it suffered 

4,500 casualties. 

 

In October1916 the division left the Somme and went north to the Ypres salient 

where it remained for almost a year, most of the time in the area of the Bluff 

and Hill 60.  

 

The major battle in which it took part during this period was at Messines, in 

June, where it was one of the attacking divisions following the explosion of the 

mines along Messines Ridge. In September the division left the Salient and 

moved down to the Gavrelle-Oppy front, relieving the 63rd (RN) Division. 

They were now in Horne’s First Army. After a stay of only two months the division moved again, down to Byng’s Third Army where it was in action 

in the defence of Bourlon Wood* during the Cambrai battle, recording the third highest casualty list of all the divisions involved - 3,357”. 

* Walter died on 19th November 1917 just hours before the defence of Bourlon Wood started (6.10am on 20 November 1917). 

 

 

This photo was taken where Walter James Hazelwood died. It was 

taken just hours after his death on 20th November 1917. 
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We know Walter was killed in action from the official records, although this is rather curious as according to the battalion war diary on the 
19/11/1917 the unit was doing bayonet practice - no mention of casualties at all for that day!  

 
He was buried at Tyne Cot Cemetery, Zonnebeke, Ypres Salient Battlefields in Belgium 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Four years after Walter’s death, Emily married James Jones, and moved to Cranbrook in Kent with her younger children. 

 

Inscription “THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE” 

Walter Smith at 

Tyne Cot 
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David Smith and Sarah Trais Green were Walter Smith’s (1877-1917) parents. 
 

David Smith (6th Gen) was born to parents Thomas Smith and Esther Pittaway on 20th March 1844. 

 
The record shows that David’s father Thomas was a shoemaker, but 

unfortunately the family seem to be going through hard times as this 
record comes from the Register of baptisms at Marylebone Workhouse. 

 
Six years later at the time of the 1851 census, the family are doing rather 
better. They are living in St Pancras and both parents seem to be 

working; David’s father Thomas describes himself as a “Galosh Maker” 
and his wife Esther is now the Shoemaker. 

 
By 1861, the family had moved to 22 Princes Row, Westminster (sharing 
with 4 other families, 22 people in the same house). David and his 

younger brother William have followed their father as Shoemakers. 
Princes Row was just a stones throw from Buckingham Palace, which at 

that time was known as The Queens Palace. 
 
 

1775 Map 2011 Map 

22 Princes Row 

SmithSmithSmithSmith    
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Sarah Trais Green (6th Gen) was born in April 1846 to parents George Green and Julia Trais Howe 

 

Her baptism took place only a mile away from her husband’s, yet hers was in the magnificent setting of St Georges Church, Bloomsbury (One 
of the capital’s most wonderful buildings) and his was in a workhouse! 

In 1851 at the age of 5, Sarah is living with her parents, older brother George (aged 6) and baby brother Joseph (aged 8 months). They 
share a house in St Pancras with George’s brother Edward and his family. George and Edward are both Letter Press Printers and are 

therefore a little better off than some of their neighbours. 

Sarah loses her father when she is just 14 in 1861. The family, now struggling financially move into the same overcrowded house that her 
future husband David Smith is living in at 22 Princes Row. Her brother George is already earning a living as a Compositor and her mother 

Julia Trais Howe is an Upholsterer. Sarah no doubt had to spend most of her time looking after younger siblings Joseph (aged 12), Julia 
(aged 8) and Henry (aged 6). 

Sarah Trais Green and David Smith may have got married sometime in the mid 1860’s, although no record of this can be found. We can be 
sure of Sarah’s ancestry though, as her second child, Eliza’s birth certificate names “David Smith and Sarah Trais Smith, formally Green” as 
her parents. 

St Georges, 

Bloomsbury 
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By 1871 David is a Carman (Someone who carries people or property with a horse and cart). 
They are living close to his childhood home in the St Anne’s Parish in Westminster with their 

son David and 1 month old Eliza. They eventually have nine children over 18 years; we know 
that at least two of them die in infancy. We have 
seen that the First World War takes the life of 

Walter James, but in the same year, 1917, it 
also claims the life of his brother John. 

 
In 1881 David continues as a Carman and the 
family are living in Little Guildford Street, right 

next to the church where his wife was baptised 
(Bloomsbury). They have their youngest children 

living with them; David aged 13, William aged 9, 
Samuel aged 7, Walter James aged 4 and Robert 
aged 10 months (who unfortunately only 

survived another 2 years). 
 

In 1886 Sarah had her last child, Richard. But 
only 3 years later and at the age of 43, Sarah 
died. She left her husband and 7 children (5 of 

whom were under 15 years old - including 
Walter James at just 12).  

 
The 1891 census lists David (now 47 and still a 
Carman) with 6 of his children; Eliza aged 21, 

William 20, Samuel 16, Walter James 14, John 
10 and Richard 5. They are all living in 2 rooms 

at 178 Drury Lane in London. 
 

David’s death is recorded as occurring in 
September 1896, he is 52. His 10 year old son 

Richard goes to live with his eldest brother David (who has two sons already, both of a similar 

age to Richard). 
 

19
th

 Century Bloomsbury 

19
th

 Century Bloomsbury 
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Thomas Smith and Esther Pittaway were David Smith’s parents. 
 

Thomas Smith (7th Gen) was born to parents David Smith (b.1788 Wadworth by 
Doncaster) and Jane (surname unknown) in 1810 in the Yorkshire town of Doncaster. 
He moved to Warwick at some point before his marriage to Esther Pittaway on 16th April 

1838. By 1841 they were living in Crown Street, Soho. 
 

Thomas was a Cordwainer, making shoes and other items from fine leather, an 
occupation he held throughout his life, although in 1851 he calls himself a Golosh Maker 
(India rubber, or gutta-percha waterproof over-shoes). This was probably a skill handed 

down from generation to generation; we know that Thomas’s grandfather 
(also called Thomas) was recorded as being a Cordwainer in the baptism 

record of David in 1788. 
 
Esther Pittaway (7th Gen) was born in 1812 in Warwick to parents 

Richard Pittaway (b.1784 Evesham, Worcester) and Sarah Quinney 
(b.1788 Stratford on Avon).  

Thomas and Esther moved from the city of 
Warwick soon after their marriage in 1838 
like many of their contemporaries in the 

first half of the century, to find prosperity 
in the burgeoning metropolis of London, 

and like others, found it to be harder than 
they had thought.  We know they had at 
least one spell in the workhouse (where their third child, David was born in 1844). 

 
Thomas and Esther had six children, their first they named Mary but unfortunately she died at 

some point before reaching the age of 12. The rest survived infancy.  
 

Esther was recorded as a widow in the 1871 following the death of Thomas in 1865 at the age 
of 55. She noted her occupation as “Washerwoman” and survived just 4 more years, she died 
at the age of 63.        

 
                                    That concludes the family history of Walter James Smith 

Doncaster 

Warwick 

London 

Ladies Leather Boots c.1860 
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Thomas Smythe and Priscilla Wallace were Emily Smythe’s parents. 
 

Thomas Smythe (5th Gen) was born in Stepney in 1871. We know his father was called Charles Smythe, but his mother is unknown. No 
records exist from the 1881 census (when he would have been 10) so we first see Thomas appearing at the age of 20 in the 1891 census 
where he is recorded as a labourer, he is one of 2 boarders living in 3 rooms with a widower and her 3 children (one of whom is a Fish 

Packer!). 
 

Thomas marries Priscilla four years later. The marriage certificate shows his father Charles as deceased, with his final occupation being an 
Engine Driver. No further records of the Smythe family can be found. 
 

Priscilla Wallace (5th Gen) was born in 1875 right in the City of London at Blackfriars to William Wallace and Mary Cole. When Priscilla was 
four years old her father died and the family split up. The 1881 census shows six year old Priscilla living with her two uncles (William Cole 

aged 44, a General Porter and Thomas Cole aged 27, a Printers Labourer) along with ten year old brother Alfred and their sisters; Annie aged 
12 and Emily aged 8 at 7 Fleur de Lis Court in Blackfriars. Her Elder sister Ellen (15) was not with them. Their Mother Mary Cole had 
remarried just four months earlier on Boxing Day 1880 to Charles Eagle, a Chemist’s Porter / Warehouseman and was living with him at 1, 

Fleur de Lis Court  – just a few doors away from her family. It was the same house she had lived in with them and William Wallace, her first 
husband. 

The whole family were 
together again ten years 
later in 1891, with three 

new, half siblings and 
living in the same road in 

Blackfriars.  
 
When Priscilla marries in 

1894 at the age of 19, she 
leaves for the ceremony 

from the same road she 
has lived in all her life! 

 
 
 

 
 

1848 Map 2011 Map 2011 Map 

Fleur de Lis Court 
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1901 sees Thomas and Priscilla living in a tenement block – Peabody Buildings in Clerkenwell with one child, Charles aged 6. Thomas states 
that he is employed as a “Paper Pattern Cutter”. 
 

By 1911 the family had moved to 191 Pentonville Road, living in two rooms. Edward had gone back to his previous profession as a 
Warehouseman, 10 year old Emily was at school and her brother Charles Edward was a 16 year old Messenger. The census shows that there 

had been another child, but he or she had died. 
 
In 1915 Thomas, aged only 43 died. When Emily married Walter three years later, the marriage certificate described the bride’s father’s final 

occupation as a “Pattern Cutter”. 
 

The widowed Priscilla married John Miller in 1919 and died at the age of 80 in 1955. 
 
 

 
 

 

Thomas Smythe Charles Smythe 

Thomas Smythe 
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William Wallace and Mary Cole were Priscilla Wallace’s parents. 
 

William Wallace (6th Gen) was born in Blackheath in 1840 to parents John and Mary 
 
Mary Cole (6th Gen) was born in Leyton, Essex in 1843 to parents Charles Cole and Priscilla Curry. At the age of 7, Mary was living at 7 

Fleur de Lis Court in Blackfriars, a road where she would stay for over 50 years. Her father was a Porter and her eldest brother William was 
an Errand Boy. Other siblings were Charles aged 10; Catherine aged 5, John aged 2 and six month old Sophia – quite a handful. 

 
10 years later Mary is a Needlewoman, brothers William (a 
Packer) Charles (an Assistant Chemist) and John are still living 

at home, but there is no sign of little sister Sophie, this 
probably means that she had died. Catherine at 15 is also 

missing from the list. 
 
When the next census in 1871 is compiled, Mary Cole and 

William Wallace are living together as man and wife at number 
1 Fleur de Lis Court with 3 children under 5. No Marriage 

record can be found. William is a Warehouseman. 
 
By the time of William’s untimely death at the age of 39 in 

1879 they were a family of 5 children (including the youngest 
Priscilla) aged between 4 and 13. As we have seen, Mary’s 

brothers offered a roof over their heads until Mary is married 
again and able to provide them with a home. 
 

By the turn of the century Mary at 58 and her second husband 
Charles Eagle at 50 are settled in Ferris Court which is in the 

same, familiar area of Blackfriars. They are now only looking 
after the children they had together; William born 1882, Lillie born 1886 and Alice born 1888. Her husband Charles continues in his 

profession as a Chemist’s Storeman. 
That concludes the family history of Emily Smythe 

 

Now we turn to Nellie Collins and her ancestors, first her father Robert Henry Collins 

A view of Blackfriars from 1845 
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Robert Henry Collins (Nellie Collins’s Dad) Family Tree 
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Robert Henry Collins (4th Gen) was born in Battersea on 30th January 1903 to parents Walter Collins 
(b.1882 Chelsea) and Annie Amy Hyde (b.1881 Wandsworth). 

 
The 1911 census sees 8 year old Robert living with his three younger 
siblings Florence b.1906, Stanley b.1908 and Nellie b.1911. Another 

sister, Margaret b.1902 had not survived into her second year, and his 
Brother Stanley was to die before reaching 7. 

 
Robert Henry’s father was a Carman in 1911 and his wife Annie was a 
Laundress (Both employed) and with their four children were occupying 

two rooms at 86 Grant Road Battersea. 
 

By 1915, Robert had 
two more brothers, but 
his father was dead, the 

victim of a tragic 
accident in France 

during the First World War, Robert was only 12 and his 
four surviving siblings were just 1, 3, 4 and 9. 
 

Robert Married Ann Elizabeth Franks in 1930 and had 6 
children over the next 15 years, he served in the 

armed forces during the Second World War and died at 
the age of 68 in 1971. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert c.1930 

Florence c.1950 Nellie c.1950 

Collins 

Walter 
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Ann Elizabeth Franks (Nellie Collins’s Mum) Family Tree 
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Ann Elizabeth Franks (4th Gen) was born in Peckham in October 1909 to parents 
George William Franks (b.1887 Bermondsey) and Harriett Florence Head (b.1886 

Bermondsey). 
 
The 1911 census sees 1 year old Ann living with her 2 year old sister Harriett (known as 

Hetti) and their parents in one room in Camden Grove North, Peckham. Her Father was a 

“Paper Warehouseman” and her mother stayed at home looking after the children. 

After Ann’s marriage to Robert Collins in 1930, they settled in Downham and had 5 

children in seven years before the Second World War broke out. Robert was away 

fighting for most of the war and Ann was able to evacuate her family to Rotherham 

spending most of the time with her sister Hetti and all the children in their own House.  

Soon after Robert returned from the war, their final child was born – Angela 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann and Hetti 

c.1930 
Ann c.1925 

New houses in Downham in the 

1930’s. 

The family lived in the second 

house from the left. 

It had three bedrooms, a 

separate bathroom and indoor 

toilet. 

Nothing like this had ever been 

seen before 
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Walter Collins (b.1882) and Annie Amy Hyde (b.1881) were Robert Henry Collins’s parents.  
Walter Collins (5th Gen) was born in Chelsea in 1882 to William Collins (b.1854) and Matilda Charlotte Smith (b.1858). 

They lived in Church 

Street, Chelsea at the time 

that Walter was born, his 

father was a Porter. 

Unfortunately just two 

years later in 1884, 

Walter’s father William died 

at the age of 30.  

The 1891 census shows 

Walter and his mother 

Matilda living with Matilda’s Spinster sister Eliza, together with Walter’s older brother Henry (aged 12) and baby sister Amelia (aged 1) at 31 

Bridge Road West, Battersea. 

The house must have felt to Walter as though he was living in a laundry! Eliza and Matilda are both described as “Laundresses and 

Employer’s”. The census also shows that they had three female boarders – all described as Ironers! 

Annie Amy Hyde (5th Gen) was born in Howard Street, Clapham in March 1881 to Harry Hyde, a Plumber (b.1858 in Westminster) and 

Mary Ann Elizabeth Finlayson (b.1859 Clapham).  

Annie was the third of three children (all under 3 at the time of her birth). It is unlikely she knew very much of her mother Mary as she died 

just 18 Months later in the autumn of 1882. The family were living at this time in the same house in Howard Street as Mary’s Parents and so 

there was family support. 

By 1891, 10 year old Annie was living at 58 Vauxhall Bridge Road with her brother Henry (aged 12), her sister Mary (aged 11) and her 

remarried father and new wife Caroline, with their two new children. Harry is still a Plumber.  

 

CollinsCollinsCollinsCollins    
WalterWalterWalterWalter    
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1901 sees Annie living as a border in Elcho Road, Battersea. She is employed as a Washer / Ironer in a laundry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems likely that Annie and Walter met either as a result of the closeness in their living accommodation in the 1890’s or because Annie 

was connected (maybe employed by) Walter’s aunt’s laundry. 

Annie and Walter married at St Peters Church in Battersea on 16th February 1902, they were both 19 and Walter described his occupation as 

a Carman (this was a delivery driver usually working for an employer. He could possibly have been self-employed doing general haulage with 

his own horse and covered cart or wagon).  

13 Elcho Street 

Where Annie Amy Hyde was 

boarding and working as a “Washer / 

Ironer in a Laundry” in 1901, just 

months before her marriage to 

Walter. 

31 Bridge Road 

Where Robert was living with his 

“Laundress” Sisters in the 1890’s 

Late 19
th

 Century Map 
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They started their married life together in Livingstone Road, Battersea, some one and a half miles south of their previous addresses and 

already had a baby daughter (Margaret Amelia, 32 days old at the time of the marriage ceremony). Margaret Amelia was baptised at the 

same church (St Peter’s, 

Battersea) just 12 days before 

the wedding, but by a different 

Vicar! 

This must have been an awkward 

time for both of them, and 

perhaps explains why they set up 

home a significant distance away 

from their original homes near 

Battersea Bridge. 

Walter Collins 

Collins 

Collins 

Walter Collins 

Walter 
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Sadly, Margaret Amelia died at about 11 months old, just a few weeks before their second child Robert Henry (your Great Grandfather) was 

born on January 31st 1903. 

By this time, the family had moved to Ingrave Street, Battersea – just a couple of roads away from Livingstone Road, but by the time their 

third child, Florence was born in 1906 they had sunk to financial despair! Florence was born in the Wandsworth Workhouse in Swaffield 

Road.  

A late nineteenth-century visitor to the workhouse recorded: 

“The workhouse is approached by a long carriage-way, on the left of which are the 

casual wards, the garden being on the right. At the end of the drive are the porters' 

lodges, one on each side of the gate. Important-looking gas lamps are placed at 

intervals along the drive and two surmount the gates at the entrance to the workhouse 

grounds. The chief centre of attraction in the whole of the buildings is the chapel. For 

what reason this splendid building was erected in red brick with ornamental stone 

dressings, while yellow bricks were good enough for all other parts of the workhouse, 

the Board of 1884 perhaps could say; at any rate, they heard enough about it from the 

ratepayers at the time. 

   The administrative block is situated under and beyond the chapel. The men's day-

rooms and dormitories are in a separate block to the left of the chapel, and the women's 

quarters are on the right, also separated. Communication with either block from the 

master's quarters and offices is made by covered corridors. The dormitories are large, 

airy rooms, having windows on both sides. Though plain, they are spotlessly clean, and 

the beds are as comfortable as one could wish to have. The bedding for old people — those over 60 —consists of a cocoanut fibre mattress, a 

flock bed, two sheets, two top blankets, one under blanket and counterpane, pillows and bolsters. Inmates under 60 years of age have the same 

bedding with the exception that the flock bed is missing. The dormitories and day-rooms on the female side of the house are, of course, more 

comfortable than those provided for the males. Some of them are very tastefully decorated, and in all there has been an attempt to make 

workhouse life as pleasant for the "old ladies" as the rate-payers will allow. A very large proportion of the inmates are feeble and 

incapacitated from work, and hence the crowded state of the house.  

   The dietary throughout the house has been well chosen both with regard to quality and quantity, and there is a greater variety of food than 
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is allowed by most boards of guardians. At three o'clock every afternoon the aged and infirm men and women have afternoon tea, at which 

they are served with 1 oz. of bread, ¼ oz. of margarine, and ½ pint of tea. Once a month all the inmates are supplied with about 10 ozs. of 

cooked fish and during the summer months lettuce or cress is given from time to time. The children of all ages between two years and 16 are 

each day provided with lunch, consisting of plain cake, and jam or syrup is occasionally given instead of margarine.  

   Although oakum-picking and stone-breaking are still continued in the casual wards, where there is accommodation for 55 inmates (42 male 

and 13 female), useful employment as at Mitcham Workhouse has for many years been in vogue. The workshops are built in a row at the back 

of the workhouse. They consist of a bake house, engineers' shop, tailors' shop, carpenters' shop, and smithy. A paid skilled mechanic is placed 

in charge of each shop, and the remainder of the staff 

are inmates of the workhouse. All the painting and 

repairs to woodwork and stonework are done by the 

inmates, as well as the repairing of boots and clothing. 

New garments and boots (with the exception of house 

boots) are contracted for. The bake house supplies both 

the workhouse and the infirmary with bread, turning 

out for this purpose nearly 2,000 loaves a week. 

Machinery is used for kneading the dough. The 

washing for the infirmary as well as the workhouse is 

also done by inmate labour in the splendid laundry. 

Most of the work is done by machinery, which is of a 

most complete and elaborate nature. Over 14,000 pieces are washed in the laundry every week. A fortnight ago the Board decided "that the 

following articles required be made at the workhouse:— 345 bed trays, 231 ft. of coir mats, 61 bed boards, 12 housemaids' boxes, 4 pairs of 

folding steps, 1 form, 12 store boxes."  

There are two separate blocks for children — one for babies from a fortnight to two years of age, the other for youngsters above two years 

old. The block for the latter is separated into male and female sides. The number of children in residence varies. Sometimes there are five and 

at other times 50. It is from this home that the schools and convalescent homes are supplied with children. In the home for the younger 

children there are no male and female sides, and the little ones, all dressed pretty much alike, may be taken for girls. Mothers who have been 

confined in the lying-in ward are allowed to nurse their children in the babies' home when their infants are a few weeks old. Their alternative 

is to go back to their own homes. About 140 children are born in the lying-in ward each year, a large proportion of who are the children of 

unmarried parents. The ward is in a one-storey building, about fifty yards distant from any other part of the workhouse. It is quiet, neat, and 
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comfortable, and is in charge of a certificated midwife.  

The master and matron, Mr. and Mrs. Hodge, have been in the employ of the Board for many years. The expenditure in respect of the 

workhouse last year was £22,064” 

Hopefully, their spell in the workhouse was brief, certainly by October 1908 when their next child, Stanley was born, they were in their own 

home. 

The 1911 census was the most comprehensive to date and shows us that Walter and Annie had made another short move and were 

occupying two rooms at 86 Grant Road, Battersea. Walter is still a Carman and Annie lists herself as a Laundress. 

In 1912 Frederick was born, but tragedy struck the Collins family again in 1914 when little 6 years old Stanley died. Their last child (Ernest) 

was born in 1915. During this year Walter, aged 33 joined The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry - 7th (Service) Battalion. The Battalion had 

been formed at Bodmin in September 1914 and attached to 61st Brigade in 20th (Light) Division. They moved around the UK quite a bit over 

the next 10 months (Aldershot, Woking, Pirbright, Witley and Amesbury). They finally landed at Boulogne on 25 July 1915. 

We know that the battalion were held in reserve until 29 October 1915 when they were sent to the front-line trenches near Petillon. 

On 26th November 1915 Walter “Died of his Wounds”. Walter’s 

service record has been destroyed, so we know little more from 

official sources about what happened. It is however well known 

in the family that Walter and a friend were 

cleaning their rifles together; unfortunately 

his friend’s rifle went off by accident and 

killed Walter.  

The man’s grief guilt was so great that he 

later found Annie (and her 5 children 

under 12) and supported them financially. 

Annie remarried in March 1919 to Robert 

Anderson and in 1921 had Doris. 
Doris Anderson c.1955 

Petillon 
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William Collins (b.1854) and Matilda Charlotte Smith (b.1858) were Walter Collin’s (b.1882) parents. 
 

William Collins (6th Gen) was born in Chelsea in 1854 to Robert Holloway Collins (b.1822) and Penelope Pritchard (b.1821 

His early years were spent at Adelaide Terrace in the South of Chelsea and close to 

the river. His father Robert was a Journeyman Baker (A man who had served his 

apprenticeship as a Baker) and his mother Penelope was a Laundress. He was their 

fourth child in four years (The others were Henry, Edward and Harriet) although 

Harriet died at the tender age of 2. William eventually had 8 brothers and sisters. 

This of course was the time of “The Big 

Stink” and William and his family would 

have suffered along with the rest of 

London who lived close to the Thames 

during the 1850’s and 1860’s. Part of the problem was due to the introduction of flush toilets, 

replacing the chamber-pots that most Londoners had used. These dramatically increased the 

volume of water and waste that was now poured into existing cesspits. These often overflowed 

into street drains designed originally to cope with rainwater, but now also used to carry outfalls 

from factories, slaughterhouses and other activities, contaminating the city before emptying into 

the River Thames. 

During 1858, the summer was unusually hot. The Thames and many of its urban tributaries 

were overflowing with sewage; the warm weather encouraged bacteria to thrive and the 

resulting smell was so overwhelming that it affected the work of the House of Commons. The 

Government initiated a commission to investigate and recommend solutions. This led to the 

building of a massive network of underground sewers that we still use today.   

By the time of the 1871 census, when William was 16, the family were living among the richest 

people in the land in Belgravia. His father was still a baker at this time and William had a job as 

an Errand Boy. All 8 remaining children are living together, from Henry (20) to Amelia (6). 

Adelaide Terrace 

1859 Map 

Punch 1855 
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Matilda Charlotte Smith (6th Gen) was born in Dunmow in Essex in 1858 to Thomas Smith and an unknown mother. We know little about 

Matilda’s early life. It is likely that her family travelled the 50 miles from Dunmow to London in search of a better life in the 1860’s 

William and Matilda were married on the 15th April 1878 at St Judes Church, Upper Chelsea. William describes himself as a Labourer. 

 

Three years later on the 1881 census he has become a shop porter. They are now living in the same house as his parents in Church Road, 

Chelsea where a total of 6 families (26 people) are living under one roof. 

The couple have 4 children in 5 years until William’s untimely death in 1884 at the age of 29. Later in 1902 when his son Walter marries 

Annie Hyde, he is described as a “Deceased Labourer” 

Matilda, now widowed with three young children seeks the help of William’s sisters Eliza and Annie. All three children are resident with them 

in their Laundry in the 1891 census with no sign of Matilda. By the summer of 1897, 39 year old Matilda is dead. 

This completes the research on the Smith Family 

William Collins 

William Collins 

Collins 
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Harry Hyde (b.1858) and Mary Ann Finlayson (b.1859) were Annie Amy Hyde’s (b.1881) parents. 
 

Harry Hyde (6th Gen) was born in Vincent’s Place, Westminster in 1858 to 

Henry Hyde (b.1830) and an unknown mother 

By 1861 his father, a Shoemaker, had died, and probably his mother also. 

He was brought up by his paternal grandparents (Henry Hyde b.1794, a 

Sign Painter from Piccadilly and his wife Louisa b.1803 from the City of 

London). His early years were spent in Vincent’s Place and Dean’s Place in 

Westminster.  

At the age of 13 in 1871 he was working as an Errand boy, living with his 

Grandmother (his Grandfather Henry had died aged 70 in 1863). 

Henry learned a trade and describes himself as a Plumber on his 

marriage certificate in 1877, a trade that he stays with for the 

rest of his life. 

Mary Ann Finlayson (6th Gen) was born south of the river in 

Howard Street, Clapham on 10th April 1859 to parents David 

Finlayson b.1825 in Scotland and Sarah Spicer b.1825 also born 

in Howard Street. 

Dean’s Place 
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Mary had 4 older brothers and 3 younger sisters, her father’s work was low paid labouring and so times must have been tough. Her mother 

Sarah’s parents were Joseph Spicer, a Well Digger and a Greengrocer (b.1784 in Rickmansworth, died 1838 in Clapham) and Mary Watson 

(b.1777 in Watford, where they were married and died in Clapham in 1858). 

We can go back one generation further with Joseph Spicer; His parents were Thomas 

Spicer and Elisabeth Bugbord, both of them were born in 1740 and lived, married and 

died in Rickmansworth. 

 

Mary Finlayson lived in Bradley Street, Clapham at the time of her marriage, although returned to Howard street soon after. 

In 1881 Mary and Henry and their children; 2 year old Henry, 1 year old Mary and baby Annie Amy at 1 month were sharing 17 Howard 

street with Mary’s parents and their family 

Mary died some 18 months later, this could well have been in childbirth but we do not know. Mary’s mother Sarah Spicer had died earlier 

that year 

 

 

Rickmansworth C.1900 



Mary Angela Smith’s Family Tree 

Page 38 

 

Henry remarried within 3 years to Caroline Read and in 1891 they are all living on Vauxhall Bridge Road together with 2 new children, but by 

1902 Henry had also died. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

This completes the research on the Hyde family. 
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Robert Holloway Collins (b.1822) and Penelope Pritchard (b.1821) were William Collins (b.1854) parents. 
 

Robert Holloway Collins (7th Gen) was born in Camden on 12th August 1822 to John Collins (b.1800 in London) and Harriet Holloway 

(b.1799 in Marylebone, London) 

Robert’s parents did not get married until 4 years after his birth, so it is possible that John Collins is not his father although he does take his 

name. His 8 siblings were all born after the marriage between 1827 and 1839 and none have their mother’s maiden name as a middle name. 

Robert became an apprentice Baker, no doubt 

encouraged by his disciplined father who remained a 

servant all his life, eventually reaching the position of 

Butler. Two of his brothers (William and John) 

became Grooms. Perhaps Robert was determined not 

to follow the family line and became a servant. 

When he is 26, Robert married Penelope Pritchard; 

both are described as living in Brompton. 

Brompton 
Collins 

Collins 

Collins 
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Penelope Pritchard (7th Gen) was born in Leominster, Hertfordshire on 21st July 1821 to Edward Pritchard (b.1789, Leominster) and Mary 

Davis. 

Her Parents Married in Bodenham, a town 

close to Leominster in 1814 and farmed 

the land nearby until Edward’s death in 

1849. We also know that her paternal 

grandparents were called Thomas and 

Ann. 

Penelope moved to London sometime 

before her 20th Birthday. The 1841 census 

shows her as a servant to the Blythe 

Family in Cheyne Row, South Chelsea. 

 

The Blythes were a middle aged, middle class family with two grown up children living at home. 

Penelope was one of two servants in a small household, so hopefully her daily routines were not 

as arduous as for some other servants. 

Penelope was one of many people migrating to London and other cities from the countryside at 

this time. Those involved in farming had found their livelihood squeezed by increasing 

mechanisation and cheap imports, and at the same time the attraction of higher wages in the 

factories was bringing fast population growth to the cities. 

Leominster  

150 miles 

London  

Cheyne Row 
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Penelope lived close to the Pungent Thames at a time when the river odour was getting worse. I wonder how she felt moving from the fresh 

country air of Leominster to the dirt of London. 

Back in Leominster, Penelope had 7 brothers and sisters. In 

1838 when she was 18 her elder brother Ambrose died in a 
fight. The incident was recorded in The Hereford Journal for 

Wednesday 29th August 1838, which gave the following report: 
 

FATAL FIGHT:  Report on a fist-fight between Joseph Williams 

and Ambrose Pritchard.   

 

The two men quarrelled on Thursday and arranged to fight on 

Friday a.m.  It was all properly supervised with a ring beater and 

seconds.  The fight went for 20 rounds in half an hour and ended 

with Williams falling on Pritchard, who was unconscious from then 

on.  He was taken to a nearby house and seen by a doctor but died at 

8. O’clock pm.  Williams turned himself in.  Verdict of manslaughter 

against Joseph Williams, John Jones and William Morris (the 

seconds) and John Morris (the ring beater). 

 

 

We do not know if Penelope was already in London by this time, 

or indeed whether the incident prompted her move to the city. 

Penelope married Robert Holloway Kitchen on August 5th 1849 

at the Holy Trinity Church, Brompton and settled in Chelsea. 
They had 9 children over the next 15 years.  

 
As the years progressed it seems that their accommodation got 
worse. In 1851 they are living with two other families (total of 

10 people) in Adelaide Terrace. 30 years later in 1881 they are 

Leominster c.1850 

Adelaide Terrace 

Church Street 
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living in Church Street sharing with 6 other families (total of 26 people). Here they have four of their younger children still at home – all 
employed as Laundry maids or Laundry men. 

 

 
 
 

Penelope died in 1885 at the age of 63 and Robert died in 1889 at the age of 66. Both their deaths were registered south of the river in 
Wandsworth. They may have lived their final years with one of their children 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Collins John Collins 

      Robert Holloway Collins 
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John Collins (b.1800) and Harriet Holloway (b.1799) were Robert Holloway Collins (b.1822) parents. 
 

John Collins (8th Gen) was born in London in 1800; we do not know his parents details. He was a servant all his life reaching the dizzy 
heights of “Butler” by the time of his death (which occurred at some time in the 1840’s) 
 

Harriet Holloway (8th Gen) was born in Marylebone, London in 1799, and again the parents are unknown. She outlived her husband by 
over 30 years and indeed outlived many of her children. 

 
They were married at the St George’s Church Bloomsbury on 23rd March 1826. The early style marriage certificate provides little detail, but 
we can see their original signatures. 

 
Their first son, Robert Holloway Collins was born 4 years before their marriage. Therefore, we do not know for certain if John is his father, 

but to have been registered at birth with the Collins name, it does seem likely. Perhaps John’s position as a servant delayed their marriage. 
 

Over the 12 years from 1827 to 1839, John and Harriett had 7 more 

children. First came the twins Harriett and John. Harriett died before she was 
12 and John (who became a Groom) died at the age of 40. Next came 

Joseph who had a full life, staying in the area and working as a Coachman (a 
driver of a single horse drawn, covered light carriage such as a hansom cab). 
He died in 1899 at the age of 69. After Joseph came Emily (who survived 

just two months) and William (who became a Groom, but also died young at 
the age of 33). 

 
Their last two children were Henry (who had a full life as a Postman and died 
aged 78) and Harriett Maria (their second child named Harriett – it was 

common in the nineteenth century to christen a child after a previous child 
who had died). Harriett however died at the age of 21 in 1860 

 
In 1861, after John had died, Harriet lived in Streatham with two of her Sons 

William and Henry, She describes herself as a Laundress and her sons were 
both Grooms. Ten years later she is living alone with her son Joseph, and 
after that in 1881 she is with Son Henry and his wife. Harriet died aged 85 in 

1883.  
                                  This completes the Collins Family History  

John Collins 

John Collins 
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George William Franks (b.1887) and Harriet Florence Head (b.1886) were Ann Elizabeth Franks’s (b.1909) parents. 
 

George William Franks (5th Gen) was born in 

Bermondsey on 15th April 1887 to William Henry 

Franks (b.1852) and Ann Elizabeth Wood (b.1857). 

The family lived at 21 Wood Place, off Grange Rd 

in Bermondsey at the time George was born. This 
was in the heart of the Leather Industry in London 
with Tanneries close by. 

 
 

 
 

George had 3 brothers and 3 sisters 

and was brought up by parents who 
believed in their children having a 
trade. George’s father William and his 

father before him were both 
Portmanteau makers (Travelling trunk 

makers) all their lives, however 
Georges occupation at the time of his 

marriage (aged 20) was “Labourer” and 

three years later he is a Warehouseman. 
 

George however resisted the unhealthy 
leather workers trades that he saw (and 

smelt) all around him as he grew up. 
George and his new wife moved south to 
Camberwell soon after their marriage, 

away from their families and from their 
childhood environment. 

 

Modern entrance to 

Wood Place 

FranksFranksFranksFranks    
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Harriet Florence Head (5th Gen) was born in Bermondsey on 16th January 1886 to George Head (b.1854) and Harriet Vickery (b.1853). 

The family lived at 21 

Alscot Street in 
Bermondsey (about a 
mile southeast of her 

future husband’s 
birthplace in Wood Place) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Harriet’s father was a labourer in the leather Industry.  
 

Tanneries and Tan yards can be seen close to their 
home in Bermondsey (see 1900 map above). 

Harriet had two older brothers (George and Charles) and two younger sisters (Mary Ann and Ada). Charles was to die of pneumonia during 
training in January 1916 before his regiment left for France. 

 
Before her marriage, Harriet had become a Printer’s labourer. Both her sisters had become Printer’s Assistants (Laying on). 
 

Harriet c.1900 

Alscot Street 

Wood Place 

Map c.1900 

Modern map 
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Harriet Head married George William Franks on 29th March 1908 at St Mary Magdalen Church in Bermondsey, witnessed by Harriet’s brother 
George and his sister Mary Ann. 

 
At the time of their marriage, George was 
living in Royal Oak Yard, very close to the 

church and in the heart of the Leather Industry 
in Bermondsey. They shared the yard with 

Tanners Francis Bacon & Sons, some of their 
buildings still exist although the whole area has 
been massively redeveloped and now contains 

£0.5m two bedroom apartments. Strangely no 
tanning pits have survived. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Royal Oak Yard 

St Mary Magdalen Church 

St Mary 

Magdalen 

Church 

c.1900 

Head 

Franks 

FranksFranksFranksFranks    
HeadHeadHeadHead    

Franks 

Head 
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The 1911 census shows us that Harriet and George were living in one room at 72 Camden Grove North, in Peckham, some distance south of 
where they got married and away from the odours of the leather industry. 

 
Their first two children Harriet (aged 2) and Ann (aged 1) were with them. George was a “Paper Warehouseman” so their income would not 
have been good. 

 
In the late nineteenth century Charles Booth, a 

social researcher, documented working class life in 
London, his maps classified streets in terms of 
wealth. The map that includes Camden Grove 

North shows the street as purple and light blue. 
This means “Some comfortable, some poor". The 

Franks family were living in one room and 
therefore would probably have been part of the 
“Poor” in that street. Booth defined Poor as below 

the poverty line, earning less than 18 – 21 
shillings per week. 

 
 
 

Although clearly conditions were cramped, the 
general environment was residential with very little 

industry close by. The whole area has now been 
completely redeveloped and the road no longer 
exists. 

 
Over the next 16 years Harriet and George had a 

further 7 children, all born in the borough of 
Southwark and all surviving into adulthood. 

 
George died at the age of 66 in 1953, but Harriet 
lived to the age of 92 and died in Woking in 1978 

 
 

Camden Grove North 
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Franks Family  c.1916 

Harriett 

Harriett 

 

May 

Harriet was born in 1908. When she got married at the age of 26 to 
Jack Bowles, they set up home in the new and very large (6,000 

homes) Downham estate between Catford and Bromley. Her sister 
Ann was already bringing up her young family there.
Harriet died in 1998 at the age of 90. 

 
 

 
Ann Elizabeth (Your Great Grandmother) was born in 1909
married Robert Collins in 1930. They lived all their 

Downham.  
Ann has lived there now for over 80 years and has outlived all of her 

brothers and sisters. 
 
 

 
Mary May (May) was born just before Christmas in 1912

Married Fred Donaldson and settled in Woking in Surrey.
May and Fred had one son, Bert 
May died in her late eighties. 

 
 

 
 
George Kitchener Franks was born in 1915 and was given his 

middle name in tribute to the First World War minister 
Lord Kitchener. 

 
George married April Bress. They both survived well 

into their 80’s. They both died within 6 months of 
each other, at the end of the 20th

of Wight. 
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Charles was born in 1919 and Married Beat 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Alexander was born in 1922 and married 
Brenda; they had three boys Graham, Ken and 

Ian 
 

 
 
 

Ada was born in 1923 and married Brian Smith. 
They had no children and Ada died at the age of 

77 in 2000 
 
 

 
 
Doris was born in 1925 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Henry was born in 1927 

 
 
 

 

Images of Peckham as the 

Franks family were growing up 

Azenby Rd c.1900 Queens Rd c.1905 

Rye Lane c.1905 

Rye Lane c.1925 The Pond c.1905 
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William Henry Franks (b.1852) and Ann Elizabeth Wood (b.1857) were George William Franks (b.1887) parents. 
 

William Henry Franks (6th Gen) was born in Newington in 1852 to William Henry Williams and an unknown mother 

We know little about his early life except that he took up his father’s profession of 
Portmanteau maker, a trade he stayed with all his life. We also know that by the time he 

married Ann Elizabeth Wood in at the age of 17 in 1872, his father had died. 
 

A Portmanteau was a type of suitcase (for 
example a Gladstone bag – see right) where 
two, or more independent sections could be 

put together to make one piece of luggage. 
 

During the 1800s travelling became 
fashionable as a leisure activity for the first 
time. New modes of travel, like the train and 

the cruise ship were available and so foreign 
travel became popular. Going on a Grand Tour 

of Europe was important for both men and 
women who were encouraged to educate 
themselves and learn more about other 

cultures. It was essential that the correct luggage was packed so that the travellers could 
be respectably dressed at all time. Often many trunks and bags would be packed for short 

visits because a change of clothing was necessary 2 or 3 times a day 
 

The Portmanteau maker had a real trade, one he could be proud of and one that yielded a 
good income. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1885 
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Ann Elizabeth Wood (6th Gen) was born in Bermondsey in 1855 to Alexander Wood (b.1830) and Ann Elizabeth Harlow (b.1831). 
 

Ann spent her formative years in the area very close to St Mary Magdalene church in 
Bermondsey. She was the first child of eight born between 1855 and 1873 and no 
doubt had to play a major role in looking after her siblings. 

 
The 1871 census shows that 16 year old Ann was living away from home at 153 

Bermondsey 
Road, just 
half a mile 

away from her family who were 
in Long Lane. She was living in, 

and working as a domestic 
servant with the Skinner family 
who were “Coffee House 

Keepers”. The Skinners were in 
their forties with two children 

Lydia 18 and Blanche just 8. 
They had no other servants. 
 

Just one year later Ann married William Henry Franks at St Paul’s Church in Bermondsey 

 

Ann’s House 

in 

Southwark 

c.1912  

St Pauls, 

Bermondsey 

Henry Henry Henry Henry FranksFranksFranksFranks    

Henry W Franks John Franks 
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Ann and William had at least 7 children between 1875 and 1890 
(identified by the 1881 and 1891 census returns). The first was 

Elizabeth, then Thomas, Harriet, Alexander, George (your GG 
Grandfather), John and Eliza. During this period, Henry 
continues as a Portmanteau maker (sometimes using the term 

“Box maker” to describe his profession). 
 

They moved around Bermondsey quite a bit, we know of at 
least 5 addresses for rooms that they occupied during the 
1880’s and 1890’s. 

 
In 1881 at 44 Snowfields, the family (now with three children) 

were sharing a house with a married couple (The Maloneys, who 
were Greengrocers), a family of four (The Donovans, a Fur 
Puller and a Labourer) and Henry’s younger brother who was 19 

and working as a Frame Maker. 
 

In 1891 at 9 Stephenson’s Court, Henry and Ann have seven of 
their children still at home. They only have two rooms to live in, 
but the census shows no others occupying their house. 

 
Both Henry and Ann describe themselves as “Cardboard Box 

Makers” at this time (Henry is an 
employer and Ann, the employee). 
 

15 year old Elizabeth has a job as a 
Fur Puller. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

21 Woods Place (1887) 

205 Long Lane (1875) 

44 Snowfields (1881) 

8 Ebenezer Row (1885) 

9 Stephenson’s Court (1891) 

Map c.1900 



Mary Angela Smith’s Family Tree 

Page 53 

 

George Head (b.1854) and Harriet Vickery (b.1853) were Harriet 
Florence Head’s (b.1886) parents. 

 
George Head (6th Gen) was born in Bermondsey in 1854 to 

James Head (b.1818) and Elizabeth Foxley (b.1820). He was the 

7th child of 11 born between 1841 and 1866 in Bermondsey. 

George’s older sister Elizabeth died at the age of 11 when George 

was 7 and another had died before he was born, apart from that 

it seems that all the rest of the family survived into adulthood. 

George was baptised not on a Sunday, but on a Wednesday. The 

18th July 1860 was a special day; a full lunar eclipse of the sun 

was to occur in the afternoon and no less than 54 individuals were 

baptised in the St Mary Magdalene Church, Bermondsey on this 

day.  

George, his parents and his five siblings made the short journey 

from Mellicks Place to the 

Parish church early on this 

busy day, they were almost 

first in the queue. 

Perhaps superstition and 

fear had more to do with this 

decision than religion. 

The eclipse was 

photographed for the first 

time. 

 

  Head 

  Head 

  Head 

  Head 

  Head 

  Head 
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George’s early life was spent at 10 Mellicks Place, Bermondsey. This was his father’s family home from before 1841 for at least 40 years. It 

is interesting to note that a map dated 1827 does not show this road, so the family must have moved in to a fairly new house. 

 

 

Mellicks Place was close to the workhouse and the church, but also at the heart of the leather industry. George’s father was a Carman and 

his father before him was a Cooper, but George chose to seek out a living in the leather industry that was all around him, so like his elder 

brothers Charles and William, he became a Leather Dresser. 

Tanning leather had been the major industry of Bermondsey for centuries; the area possessed the four things needed for it.    

First, skins were available in plenty from the butchers of London, just across the river. Second, the many streams and ditches in the area 

provided a constant supply of water. Third, there was a good supply from the nearby forests of Kent of the oak bark that tanners used at 

that time. Fourth, there was a ready market available for the finished product amongst the population of nearby London. 

 

Mellicks Place 

Mellicks Place c.1935 Back of Mellicks Place c.1935 c.1900 
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George’s occupation as a Leather Dresser involved the final stages in the 

production of leather.  

After the skins had been soaked to restore their original water content, 

then trimmed (to remove claws, ears and tails) and the hair removed by 

salting and leaving to rot, the leather was limed and the final layer of flesh 

was removed before the skin was tanned. 

Tanning soaks the leather in pools 

containing usually oak bark; a chemical 

process takes place that seals the leather. 

Now it is ready for the Dressers. 

Leather dressing involved a number of 

processes that varied with the type of leather and the use to which it was going to be put. 

Lubricating to make the leather supple would be their first task. This would involve the                         

rubbing in of oil or fat. Secondly “Staking” would take place; the leather would be                                  

flexed from the middle to the sides with a blunt knife on a wooden table. 

Most leather would be dyed in a wide range of colours available from many different sources, many rather                                       

unhealthy. Often the grain                                               

is changed or enhanced by                                          

Hand Boarding.                                                               

 

Waxing is usually the last stage, bringing a final lustre to 

the product.  

 

 

The Grange Tannery, Bermondsey c.1876 

Women Tanners c.1914 

Hand 

Boarding 

Leather Workers c.1900 



Mary Angela Smith’s Family Tree 

Page 56 

 

Harriet Vickery (6th Gen) was born in Camberwell about 1853 to George Vickery (b.1830) and Mary Ann (surname unknown) (b.1828). 

She was the 1st child of 6 born between 1853 and 1862 before her mother died in December 1863. Her father soon remarried just months 

later to Mary Edwards and went on to have another 5 children over the next 12 years. 

Harriet was 10 when her mother died, leaving her to look after her brothers and sisters; Mary aged 8, 

George aged 6, Susan aged 4, Thomas aged 3 and Sarah Jane aged just 2. At this time they were 

living in Stepney, north of the river and where her mother had been born. Her father George Vickery 

was a Twine Spinner (as was his father before him) and born in Bermondsey. We do not know what 

type of house they were living in, but we do know that they were not sharing it with anyone else. 

By the time of the 1871 census 18 year old Harriett was back south of the river at 7 Princes Place, 

Rotherhithe, living with her father (a Twine Spinner), her stepmother and all of her 8 siblings.  Booths 

survey in 1898 tells us that the street is mixed poor and comfortable, there were no other families 

living in the house with them at that time. Harriet was working as a Spinner, probably in a rope 



Mary Angela Smith’s Family Tree 

Page 57 

 

factory like her father, of which there were many in this area at this time. Her brother was working as a labourer and her younger sister 

Mary, now 16 was working as a Brush Drawer, 

possibly from home. 

 

Two years later in 1873 Harriet Vickery and George Head got married. 

Head 

HeadHeadHeadHead    

HeadHeadHeadHead    

A 19
th

 century Brush Drawer A Bermondsey Rope Walk Rope Making 
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They married in Newington, but soon moved north of the Old Kent Road, back into Bermondsey and to the 

smells of the leather industry. In 1881 they are living in 81 Southwark Park Road, a two storey (plus 

basement) terrace house which in addition to Harriett, George and 4 year old little George, housed two other 

families, all of who were adults whose 

occupations included a Letter Carrier, 

an Ironmonger’s Assistant, a 

Housekeeper, a Compositor and a Cap 

Maker. One wonders how they put up 

with the odours of George, the Leather 

Dresser! 

The 1891 census sees the family living 

at 67 Alscot Road, just half a mile from 

81 Southwark Park Road. Both these 

addresses Booth described as 

“Comfortable, good earnings”. 

By this time the family had 

grown; there was George who 

was now 14 and employed as a 

“Soap Packer”, Charles aged 9, 

Harriet aged 5, Mary aged 2 

and Ada who was just 8 

months. They were a family of 

7 and had to share the house 

with a family of 8.  

This completes the history of 

the Head Family 

81 Southwark Park Rd 

67 Alscot Rd 

81 Southwark Park 

Road today 

Southwark Park Road c.1900 

Modern Map Map c.1900 
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Appendices 

 

A selection of Census returns, Birth, Marriage and 

Death certificates 

 

Please note that for the purposes of this example report, the people shown 

in these appendices do not relate to the individuals included in the main 

body of the report 
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